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honored every day, not merely once a year, 
and I believe that America should fully honor 
the debt we owe to our veterans. 

Right now, more than 250,000 troops are 
stationed in Iraq, all of whom will come home 
as war veterans. America’s military veterans 
are there for us, wherever and whenever duty 
calls. It is our turn to stand up for them. 

Through the ‘‘Salute to Veterans and Armed 
Forces Act,’’ House Democrats are fighting to 
preserve and protect the health care and fi-
nancial future of our nation’s veterans. 

As we speak, disabled veterans are pre-
vented from collecting both their retirement 
pensions and disability compensation because 
of the unfair Disabled Veterans Tax. 

Five hundred sixty thousand disabled mili-
tary retirees see their retirement pension re-
duced one dollar for every dollar of disability 
pay.

They sacrificed their well-being for the Na-
tion, and should receive their full disability pay. 
Every dollar. 

In the 1st Congressional District which I am 
proud to represent, which encompasses rural 
eastern North Carolina, nearly 1,500 veterans 
lose benefits every year to the Disabled Vet-
erans Tax, costing each veteran approximately 
$5,664 in lost benefits. 

Mr. Speaker, the working families in my dis-
trict are already hard hit by tough economic 
times and widespread plant closings. The vet-
erans in eastern North Carolina barely get by 
as it is. 

This unfair tax on their rightfully earned in-
come, translates into a total loss in benefits for 
the 1st Congressional District of almost $8.5 
million for an economically devastated area. 

Mr. Speaker, my Democratic colleagues and 
I are fighting for an additional $1.8 billion in 
veterans’ health benefit that have been re-
cently cut from the budget. 

It is nothing less than shameful that military 
veterans have to wait as long as six months 
for a doctor’s appointment. 

Imagine, Mr. Speaker, if your child fell ill, 
and yet, you had to wait six months to get 
them help. This unacceptable scenario is a re-
ality for 60,000 American Military Veterans 
every year in this country. 

We are fighting to expand veterans’ job 
training, higher education and housing pro-
grams. If we have money to send them to war 
we must also provide for their full benefits 
when they come home. 

This is the call for true shared sacrifices. 
We were able to spend $1.3 trillion in tax cuts; 
we should be able to spend for our veterans.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEARCE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

END PARTIAL BIRTH ABORTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, 2 days ago the President of 
the United States signed into law a his-
toric piece of legislation, a bill that 

would end partial birth abortion, a law 
that will now end this heinous and 
truly gruesome, barbaric act of killing 
innocent little boys and girls. 

But as was all too expected, a lawsuit 
was immediately filed and a court im-
mediately prevented this life-saving 
law from going into effect. Most ap-
palling is the fact that the court did so 
not on any sound basis of law, but on 
what is becoming all too often the case 
with courts in this Nation, a decision 
by the court to simply impose its feel-
ings on the issue over the findings of a 
legislative body, this United States 
Congress. 

As has been reported in the press, the 
U.S. Department of Justice asked the 
court, as courts should do, to give def-
erence to the finding of fact by Con-
gress. Instead, the court replied to that 
request that it could find no record of 
any doctor who performs abortions in 
the last trimester to testify before 
Congress. The court stated: ‘‘Isn’t that 
important if Congress was really inter-
ested in knowing about this proce-
dure?’’ Indeed, if this court was truly 
being honest, it would realize that no 
abortionist would ever want to testify 
before Congress because in so doing, 
the awful truth about this heinous act 
would be revealed before the opponents 
of this act, before this House. It is tell-
ing that no abortionist of such late-
term abortions would want to testify 
about such horrific acts that they do. 

It is so patently clear that the court 
here was searching for a way to impose 
its personal view instead of abiding by 
the law of the land, a law which is sup-
ported by the vast majority of the peo-
ple of this Nation, as well as most 
State governments. The court simply 
refused to abide by the findings of this 
Congress that a health exception was 
not necessary. The court stated: 
‘‘While it is also true that Congress 
found that a health exception is not 
needed, at the very least it is problem-
atic whether I should defer to such a 
conclusion when the Supreme Court 
has found otherwise.’’ Problematic, 
court? 

If the court was indeed wanting to 
uphold the law of the Nation and not 
its personal views, it would have recog-
nized that the Supreme Court’s hold-
ings were not its own, but were the 
opinions of a lower court that the Su-
preme Court simply did not have suffi-
cient legal basis to overrule. 

Congress, however, very clearly and 
upon substantial hearings and evidence 
set out its findings of fact of no need 
for a health exception. This court, how-
ever, as past Supreme Courts have 
stated, should have abided by the find-
ings of facts by this Congress. This 
court has failed to uphold the findings 
of this Congress. This court has failed 
to abide by the precedent of the Su-
preme Court in granting due deference 
to such findings of fact. And most trag-
ic of all, this court’s actions may well 
result in more deaths to innocent little 
children.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

LIGHT RAIL IN HOUSTON, TEXAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, many times I have come to 
the floor of the House to express what 
I believe should be the chief responsi-
bility of the Federal Government, prob-
lem solvers, working with local com-
munities to enhance the quality of life 
of all of our citizens throughout Amer-
ica. 

So today I take the special privilege 
of saluting my local community in 
Houston, Texas. It has been a 30-year 
journey, 30 years of trials and tribu-
lations, of misrepresentations of the 
facts, and yet we have overcome it.

b 1300 
But I do not fault those who opposed 

rail in totality because I do believe in 
democracy, and a vigorous debate has 
occurred in Houston, Texas on the 
question of implementing a light rail 
system. Those that hear my voice 
might say that that is probably not one 
of the more serious issues that we have 
in our community and in our Nation, 
but all of the long work of my commu-
nity leaders, the Metro board, the City 
of Houston, deserve the tribute because 
in Houston it is a serious matter. 

I do want to thank the mayor of the 
City of Houston, Lee P. Brown, and I 
am delighted to have been one of the 
strongest stalwarts and supporters of 
the Metro system over the last 30 
years. One would not like to count 
those long journeys that we have had 
to take and the stark and strong oppo-
sition that we have had. And so I pay 
tribute to the members of the Metro 
board, former Ambassador Arthur 
Louis Schechter, the chairman; Mr. 
Thomas E. Whitson, vice chairman; Mr. 
Jackie Freeman, secretary; Mr. James 
E. Cumming; Dr. Samuel J. Gilbert, 
Sr.; Dr. Carol Lewis; Mr. Art Morales; 
Ms. Janie Reyes; and Mr. Don Wang. I 
also pay tribute to Metro’s political ac-
tion committee, Citizens for Public 
Transportation, led by Mr. Ed Wolfe; 
Community Outreach and Govern-
mental Affairs Division led by Mr. 
Frank Russ and Mr. Tom Jasien; and 
most importantly the people of the 
Houston communities, all of the Hous-
ton communities and Harris County in 
the Metro service area who will benefit 
from this tremendous victory, all of 
my constituents in the 18th Congres-
sional District who came together to 
cast a total of almost 400,000 votes and 
the majority of those supported the im-
plementation of a Metro system. 

What does it mean? It means that we 
will have a 50 percent increase in Met-
ro’s existing bus service. We will have 
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